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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of West Coast Gas Company to Revise its 
Gas Rates and Tariffs (U910G) 

Application No. 

GENERAL RATE CASE
APPLICATION OF WEST COAST GAS COMPANY 

 West Coast Gas Company (WCG) respectfully submits this application for an increase in 

its gas base rates.  By this 2017 test year General Rate Case (GRC) Application, WCG asks the 

California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for authority to increase  revenue 

requirements associated with utility functions that WCG must perform to provide safe and

reliable  gas service to its customers at reasonable rates. 

 The proposed revenue requirements related to gas service will increase the distribution 

component of WCG’s overall gas rates and will increase a typical residential customer’s total gas 

bill by 19.29% or $7.97 per month.   The base rate component of the total rate will increase by 

36%.

I. STATEMENT OF RELIEF AND AUTHORITY SOUGHT. 

 WCG seeks to revise its authorized revenue requirements, to be effective no later than 

January 1, 2017, to recover the reasonable costs WCG will incur in 2017 to own and operate the 

facilities that distribute gas to its approximately 1,500 residential and commercial customers. 
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WCG proposes test year increase in revenue of $341,673.  This amount represents an increase of 

19.29% over the rates currently authorized by the Commission. 

 The rate relief sought in this Application does not include any revenue requirements 

associated with gas procurement, gas transportation or Public Purpose Programs.  The rate relief 

sought in this Application only includes the costs of owning, operating and managing the gas 

distribution systems at Mather and Castle. 

II. PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND. 

 WCG was granted an overall 5.39% rate increase by Commission Decision No. 13-03-

014 on March 21, 2013.  Decision No. 13-03-014 stated that WCG’s next GRC filing should be 

based upon a 2017 test-year showing.  This Application is made in compliance with the Decision 

No. 13-03-014. 

III. SUMMARY OF KEY PROPOSALS IN THIS APPLICATION. 

 In this application, WCG proposes to make certain changes to its Jurisdictional rates and 

tariffs and specifically requests authority: 

1. Revenue Requirements: 

 To increase Base Rates (total rates less procurement rates, Public Purpose Program rates 

and costs and franchise fees and uncollectible accounts) to produce an annual increase in total 

revenue of $341,673.
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  2. Rate Design: 

 To increase rates (monthly customer charges and distribution rates) to each customer and 

customer class so that each customer will see their total rates increase (on an equal percentage 

basis) by 19.29%.

3. Procedural Matters: 

 To make the requested rate changes set forth in this application effective as of January 1, 

2017.

IV. INFORMATION REQUIRED BY THE COMMISSION’S RULES OF PRACTICE 
AND PROCEDURE 

A. Rule 2.1(A) Information Regarding Applicant 

West Coast Gas Company is an operating public utility corporation, organized 

under California law.  It is engaged principally in the business of furnishing gas 

services at Mather and Castle California.  Its address is 9203 Beatty Drive, 

Sacramento, California 95826.  Its telephone number is (916) 364-4100.

Communications regarding this Application should be addressed to Raymond J. 

Czahar at the above mailing address and telephone number. 

B. Rule 2.1(B) Correspondence and Communication 

All communications, correspondence and pleadings with respect to this 

Application should be directed to: 
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James D. Squeri 
GOODIN, MACBRIDE, SQUERI, DAY& LAMPREY, LLP 
505 Sansome Street, Suite 900 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
Telephone: (415) 392-7900 
Facsimile: (415) 398-4321 
E-mail: jsqueri@goodinmacbride.com

  AND 

Raymond J. Czahar 
WEST COAST GAS COMPANY 
9203 Beatty Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95826 
Telephone: (916) 364-4100 
Facsimile: (916) 364-4200 
E-mail: westgas@aol.com 

 C. This Application is made pursuant to Sections 701 and 702 of the Public Utilities 

Code of the State of California, the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and prior 

decisions, orders and resolutions of the Commission. 

 D. WCG’s balance sheet, as of December 31, 2015, and income statement and cash 

flow statement for the year 2015 are contained in Exhibit A. 

 E. WCG’s present and proposed rates and the changes in rates proposed in this 

Application are contained in Exhibit B.

 F. Testimony in support of the proposed rate increase, along with associated 

workpapers, are set forth in Exhibit C. 

 F. In compliance with Rule 3.2(b-d) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and 

Procedure, WCG will promptly, on receipt of an Application number, send notices, which 

generally state the proposed revenues, rate changes, and ratemaking mechanisms requested in 

this Application, to the parties listed in Exhibit D.  In addition, WCG will include notices with 

regular bills mailed to all customers affected by the proposed changes in rates.
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V. ACCOMPANYING EXHIBITS AND APPENDICES 

 WCG’s Exhibits and prepared Testimony accompany this filing and are incorporated 

herein by reference. 

VI. RULE 6 REQUIREMENTS 

 WCG submits the following information in compliance with Commission Rule 6(a)(1): 

A. PROPOSED CATEGORY 

Since this application will ultimately have an effect on WCG’s gas revenue 

requirements and rates.  Therefore, the application should be categorized as

ratesetting.

B. NEED FOR HEARING 

WCG does not know if there will be a need for hearings.  However, in the event 

that hearings are required, they should be scheduled as soon as possible. 

C. ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED 

Should WCG be authorized to implement the rates changes proposed in this application? 

1. Should WCG be authorized to file a general rate case filing after April 1, 

2020 using a 2021 test year? 

2. Should WCG be authorized to file attrition year filings in 2018, 2019 and 

2020?

C. PROPOSED SCHEDULE 

As stated above, WCG does not know if any affected party will protest and 

therefore if a hearing is needed.  If a hearing is needed, WCG will leave 

scheduling to the discretion of the Commission. 
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VII. CONCLUSION 

 WCG is now ready to proceed with its showing in support of this Application. 

WHEREFORE, West Coast Gas Company respectfully requests the Commission to 

issue appropriate orders: 

1. Authorizing rates that will increase annual utility revenue by $341,673. 

  2. Approving the rate design proposed by WCG in this Application. 

  3. Authorizing WCG to file Attrition Year Adjustment filings for the years  

   2018, 2019 and 2020. 

  4. Authorizing WCG to file a general rate case application after April, 2020

   for a test year 2021. 

 Respectfully submitted this 29th  day of July, 2016 at San Francisco, California. 

      GOODIN, MACBRIDE, SQUERI & DAY, LLP 
    505 Sansome Street, Suite 900 
    San Francisco, CA 94111 
    Telephone: (415) 392-7900 
    Facsimile: (415) 398-4321 
    E-mail: jsqueri@goodinmacbride.com

      By /s/ James D. Squeri   
       James D. Squeri 

      Attorneys for West Coast Gas Company 

    WEST COAST GAS COMPANY 
    9203 Beatty Drive 
    Sacramento, CA 95826 
    Telephone: (916) 364-4100 
    Facsimile: (916) 364-4200 

      E-mail: westgas@aol.com 

By /s/ Raymond J. Czahar   
       Raymond J. Czahar 



 - 7 -  

VERIFICATION

 I, the undersigned say: 

 I am an officer of West Coast Gas Company, a corporation, and am authorized to make 

this verification for and on behalf of said corporation, and I make this verification for that reason.

 I have read the foregoing Application and I am informed and believe the matters therein 

are true and on that ground I allege that the matters stated therein are true. 

 I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

 Executed at Sacramento, California on this 29th day of July, 2016. 

/s/ Raymond J. Czahar   

     Raymond J. Czahar 
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EXHIBIT A 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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West Coast Gas Company
Income Statement 

For the Year Ending December 31, 2015

Operating Revenue 1,603,157.84$

Natural Gas Supply Expense 699,704.32

Gross Margin 903,453.52

Operations Expense - Distribution 395,280.02

Maintenance Expense - Distribution 134,104.95

Customer Accounting and Billing 117,747.69

Administration and General Expense 383,221.54

Depreciation and Amortization 112,741.35

Taxes - Utility Operations
     Income Taxes -                   
     Property Taxes 12,203.82        
     UUT 9,855.64          
    Payroll Tax Temp Worker 440.04             
Total Utility Taxes 22,499.50        

Total Operating Expense 1,165,595.05

Net Utility Operating Income (Loss) (262,141.53)$   

Non-Utility Operations and AFUDC
     Non-Utility (Income) Expense (16,492.86)       
     Non-Jurisdictional Operations - Herlong (163,561.23)
Interest Charges Less Interest Income
Misc.Non-Utility Operation and AFUCD -                   

Total Non-Utility Income and Expense (180,054.09)

Net Profit (Loss) (82,087.44)$    
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West Coast Gas Company
Balance Sheet

As of December 31, 2015

Assets Liabilities and Capital

Utility Plant in Service Current and Accrued Assets

Gas Plant in Service 3,164,134.44$  Accounts Payable 232,006.97$    
Construction Work in Progress -                   Customer Deposits 7,750.00          
Accumulated Provision for Depreciation (1,635,682.48) Residential Deposits 2,173.49          

Accrued Interest on Customer Deposits -                   
Net Utility Plant in Service 1,528,451.96$  Interest on Debt Payable in Current Period -                   

Other Current Liabilities -                  
Non-Utility Properties

Total Current Liabilities 241,930.46$    
Non-Utility Property 390,018.96$    
Accumulated Provision for Depreciation (143,076.23)     Deferred Liabilities, Contributions and 

Customer Advances
Net Non-Utility Property 246,942.73$    

Refundable Customer Advances 33,036.27$      
Current and Accrued Assets Contributions in Aid of Construction 671,524.44      

Deferred Tax Liability (21,622.00)       
Cash Balance in Checking Accounts 87,111.06$      
Working Funds/Petty Cash 500.00 Total Differed Liabilities, Contributions and 
CD and Money Market Funds 1,784,427.05 Advances 682,938.71      
Total Cash and Cash Equivalents 1,872,038.11   
Customer Accounts Receivable 387,770.79      
Employee Accounts Receivable 2,466.08          Long Term Debt -$                 
Uncollected Accounts 2,628.51          
Material and Supplies Inventory 5,944.91          Total Liabilities 924,869.17$    
Gen Liab, Vehicle, Prop Insurance 25,965.61        
CARE, PPP Balancing Account 8,824.23          Stockholder Equity
General Rate Case 4,616.28          
Web Site 36,972.18        Common Stock 839,759.77$    
CARB Memo Account 16,776.47        Retained Earnings 2,378,018.57
Misc. Deferred Debits 3,249.65         

Total Stockholder Equity 3,217,778.34$
Total; Current and Accrued Assets 2,367,252.82$

Total Assets 4,142,647.51$ Total Liabilities and Capital 4,142,647.51$
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EXHIBIT B 

CURRENT AND PROPOSED RATES 
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West Coast Gas Company, Inc.
2017 Test Year

Current and Proposed Rates

Residential Mather -Schedule 2 Mather -Schedule 3

Current Rates Current Rates Current Rates
Monthly Customer 
Charge: 4.00$           21.39$         21.39$         

Volumetric Charges Baseline Excess Summer Winter Summer Winter
Procurement - $/Therm 0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     
Distribution - $/Therm 0.49349      0.76817      0.87947      0.87947      0.47756      0.63519      
Total Volumetric Rate 1.09662$     1.37130$     1.48260$     1.48260$     1.08069$     1.23832$     

Proposed Rates Proposed Rates Proposed Rates
Monthly Customer 
Charge: 5.44$           28.19$         29.13$         

Volumetric Charges Baseline Excess Summer Winter Summer Winter
Procurement - $/Therm 0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     
Distribution - $/Therm 0.67175      1.04565      1.15896      1.15896      0.65039      0.86507      
Total Volumetric Rate 1.27488$     1.64878$     1.76209$     1.76209$     1.25352$     1.46820$     

Castle -Schedule C-1 Castle -Schedule C-2 Castle -Schedule C-3

Current Rates Current Rates Current Rates
Monthly Customer 
Charge: 21.39$         21.39$         138.96$       

Volumetric Charges Summer Winter Summer Winter Summer Winter
Procurement - $/Therm 0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     
Distribution - $/Therm 0.52986      0.67822      0.32065      0.40785      0.27023      0.34317      
Total Volumetric Rate 1.13299$     1.28135$     0.92378$     1.01098$     0.87336$     0.94630$     

Proposed Rates Proposed Rates Proposed Rates
Monthly Customer 
Charge: 29.08$         32.36$         244.73$       

Volumetric Charges Summer Winter Summer Winter Summer Winter
Procurement - $/Therm 0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     0.60313$     
Distribution - $/Therm 0.72032      0.92201      0.48508      0.61700      0.41232      0.52361      
Total Volumetric Rate 1.32345$     1.52514$     1.08821$     1.22013$     1.01545$     1.12674$     























































Total Residential Therm Sales

Total CARE Therm Sales (Incl. in Total)

Total Residential Therm Sales

Total CARE Therm Sales (Incl. in Total)



Total Residential Therm Sales

Total CARE Therm Sales (Incl. in Total)

Total Residential Therm Sales

Total CARE Therm Sales (Incl. in Total)



Total Residential Therm Sales

Total CARE Therm Sales (Incl. in Total)

Total Residential Therm Sales

Total CARE Therm Sales (Incl. in Total)



Total Residential Therm Sales

Total CARE Therm Sales (Incl. in Total)

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers



YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers



34,108        26,955        21,427        15,445        10,037        8,458          8,618          8,479          9,128          9,592          20,317        37,123        209,687
6,745          5,514          4,284          4,596          3,203          2,871          4,086          3,696          3,956          3,770          4,694          7,060          54,475

(Less Cingular)
YE # of Customers

 (Firm)
YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

32,304        23,044        21,127        11,854        9,604          9,172          7,844          8,293          7,514          12,112        22,680        31,771        197,319
5,897          4,767          5,388          3,791          3,828          3,662          3,237          2,933          3,044          4,337          5,536          5,707          52,127

(Less Cingular)
YE # of Customers

 (Firm)
YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers



35,401        30,965        20,074        13,534        12,571        9,243          7,387          10,676        9,455          13,209        21,579        38,656        222,750
6,289          5,762          4,817          4,046          3,868          2,867          1,864          2,952          3,260          4,312          5,408          6,674          52,119

(Less Cingular)
YE # of Customers

 (Firm)
YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

30,918        24,968        15,513        12,784        11,446        7,921          7,847          7,819          6,089          10,325        13,956        27,129        176,715
5,241          6,300          4,448          3,872          3,659          2,412          2,049          2,468          445             153             610             1,432          33,089

(Less Cingular)
YE # of Customers

 (Firm)
YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

25,754        16,503        16,067        10,945        9,171          5,310          6,050          5,725          6,465          8,605          21,631        36,152        168,378
1,307          776             -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  2,083

(Less Cingular)
YE # of Customers

 (Firm)
YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

31,697        24,487        18,842        12,912        10,566        8,021          7,549          8,198          7,730          10,769        20,033        34,166        194,970
5,096          4,624          3,787          3,261          2,912          2,362          2,247          2,410          2,141          2,514          3,250          4,175          38,779

(Less Cingular)
YE # of Customers

 (Firm)
YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers



31,697        24,487        18,842        12,912        10,566        8,021          7,549          8,198          7,730          10,769        20,033        34,166        194,970
5,096          4,624          3,787          3,261          2,912          2,362          2,247          2,410          2,141          2,514          3,250          4,175          38,779

(Less Cingular)
YE # of Customers

 (Firm)
YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

(Less Cingular)
YE # of Customers

 (Firm)
YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

5 Yr. Avg





Total Residential Inc CARE

 Residential Therm Sales Ex. CARE



YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers



25,754         16,503         16,067         10,945         9,171           5,310           6,050           5,725           6,465           8,605           21,631         36,152         168,378        
1,307           776              -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  2,083            

(Less Cingular)
YE # of Customers

 (Firm)
YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers

YE # of Customers









Total Operations Expense

Total Maintenance Expense

Total Customer Accounting Expense

Total Admin & General Expense



Total Operations Expense

Total Maintenance Expense

Total Customer Accounting Expense

Total Admin & General Expense




















































































